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Winona State
preserves the
Sledge once
again

PragerU speaker sparks controversy at Winona State University

KAILEY DOESECKLE
sports reporter
kailey.doeseckle@go.winona.edu

D

uring the 2008 season, Winona State University would
name a defensive player of the
game from the previous week’s
contest and award that player with
a sledgehammer for the next week.
At the Winona State-Southwest
Minnesota State game that year,
Winona State brought the hammer to mid-field during warm-ups
while the SMSU players looked
on.
When the Mustangs went on to
earn a victory over the Warriors,
following the game, SMSU players
ran to the opposing sidelines and
grabbed the sledgehammer, celebrating their victory at mid-field.
Emotions ran high for both teams
following the extremely hardfought game, and as a Winona
State player went to retrieve the
sledgehammer from their opponents, a rivalry was born.
The tradition of the traveling
trophy began that day.
The trophy is a seven-foot-tall
sledgehammer with the team logos
of both Winona State and SMSU
on each side. The winning team
of the annual game will have the
opportunity to take the trophy back
to their school to display until next
year.
Heading into last Saturday’s
matchup, the Winona State University football team travelled with
the intention of extending their
winning streak, which they have
maintained for the previous five
seasons, in the Battle of the Sledge
against Southwest Minnesota State
University.
continued on page 7, Football

PragerU representive Amala Ekpunobi came to speak at Winona State
University on Oct. 14. Ekpunobi was invited on behalf of the Winona State
College Republicans club and discussed specifically the state of higher education, among other topics.
OLIVIA PRONDZINSKI
news reporter
olivia.prondzinski@go.winona.edu

C

ampus has been steeped in
controversy the past few
weeks as many students expressed
their concerns about PragerU’s
podcaster and influencer, Amala
Ekpunobi, who visited Winona
State University’s campus on October 14.
Despite its namesake, Prager
University is not in fact a university, but a 501(c)(3) nonprofit offering free content on culture, media
and education through a conservative lens. According to their website, “PragerU helps people of all
ages think and live better.”
When Ekpunobi visited Winona State University in September
2021 some students decided to
practice their first amendment right
to protest the speaker. Before the
event started Ekpunobi went out to

the protesters and invited them into
the event. During this encounter
Ekpunobi was actually live streaming and tried her best to not show
any faces but stated where the
students were located to her viewers. This left many of the protesters
shaken up by the hate or violence
this may bring.
On Oct. 6, 2022, a letter was sent
to the editor of The Winonan from
the Winona State University Faculty Association (WSUFA) stating
Ekpunobi’s speech from last year
included comments that expressed
a derogatory attitude towards
people with trans and non-binary
identities, denials of the existence
of institutional or systematic racism, and rejections of the notion
that sexism against women is still
a problem in U.S. society. WSUFA wrote those assertions directly
contradict the associations position
regarding equity and inclusion.

JIOVANI BERMUDEZ
photographer
jiovani.bermudez@go.winona.edu

Classes were not cancelled on the
day of Ekpunobi’s speech, but WSUFA asked the campus to stand in
solidarity with any students or staff
who expressed a desire not to be on
campus that day.
WSU President, Scott Olson, sent
an email on Oct. 10, stating the
university values free speech and
open discourse. Olson reminded
the campus occasionally speakers
may challenge core values. The
email stated there are several ways
to respond to speech we don’t like,
for example, peacefully protesting,
boycotting or ignoring the speaker.
“What we do not want to do, as
members of a community that values equity, inclusion, and civility,
is to incite or encourage hatred or
hateful actions. There is a line we
must protect, not only for democracy to function, but for our community to feel safe,” Olson wrote.
continued on page 2, PragerU

Tyler Treptow-Bowman pro- Hookup culture: students are
homework
file: examining safe spaces doing more thanconnections
with potential partSOPHIA SAILER
news editor
sophia.sailer@go.winona.edu

F

ollowing the events of the past
two years (such as PragerU:
Amala Ekpunobi coming to
Winona State twice, the pandemic
and more), Tyler Treptow-Bowman
has stepped up to help create a
safe and welcoming environment
for students to thrive on campus
even with speakers who deny their
existence.
Treptow-Bowman has worked at
Winona State University for five
years now but spoke about how
the last two years have been more
challenging.
“These past two years have been
considerably more challenging
to navigate with both student
interactions as well as advocating
for our needs with administration
on-campus comparing to previous
years,” Treptow-Bowman stated.
Treptow-Bowman explained their
thoughts on the recent PragerU
event on campus, stating that the
event does not align with Winona
State’s mission.
“There are categorically

unacademic components to what
PragerU stands for, as well as
some of the topics that the speaker
espouses. I know that they say that
there is research behind them but
based on my academic background
and areas that I am privy to, there
is no academic background to
the understanding that there are
only two genders besides fictional
texts,” Treptow-Bowman stated.
Treptow-Bowman explained his
feelings of the safety that Winona
State has to offer, stating that there
are no safe spaces.
“I don’t think that there are safe
spaces, and I know that that’s hard
for somebody who runs the safe
space program to say,” TreptowBowman said.

continued on page 3, Tyler

ELLY HERRICK
features reporter
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F

or many college students
across the world, good grades
are not the only thing they are
chasing. Hookup culture took
America by storm in the 1920s
and has persisted in our society for
decades.
A hookup is an umbrella term
for having sexual relations with
someone in a casual setting without
a deep emotional connection. The
most recent data on hookup culture
from the American Psychology
Association states that 60 to 80
percent of college students have
experienced a hookup. A hookup
can be intercourse, oral sex, hand
stimulation of the genitals and or
kissing.
I made a post on the anonymous
social media platform popular
among college students, Yik Yak,
asking students how they feel
about hookup culture.
“It definitely isn’t positive,” One
user with a blue scissors icon at
the time said.“Nobody wants to be
in actual relationships or develop

ners.”
Especially on college campuses,
hooking up has become more normalized and talked about openly.
In today’s media, sex and hookups
are common stereotypes associated
with the ‘college experience.’
“Too many people just care
about sex and getting pleasure for
themselves,” blue scissor said. “If
you’re going off hooking up with
random people all the time sex
loses all meaning then.”
Sociologist and professor at Tulane University, Lisa Wade claims
that hookup culture is distorting
people’s ideas of emotionally
fulfilling sex, healthy expectations,
and boundary setting. In one of her
many surveys done with college
students, she states that one-third
of the students reported their casual
sexual relationships being traumatic or hard to handle.

continued on page 5, Hookup
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The Winona State University
College Democrats members’ have
wished to be granted anonymity and
wrote this statement for The Winonan.
“Winona State University College
Democrats is against all forms of
bigotry and hatred. For this reason,
WSU College Democrats does not
support PragerU attending Winona
State University. WSU College Democrats admires the faculty that has
stood with students during this time.
We acknowledge the legal implications of the university respecting the
first amendment. However, students at
WSU shared with administration and
faculty last year that they felt unsafe.
These concerns obviously were not
important enough to administration to
take action. We as students are disappointed in our administration, that
has so far made no effort to relieve
us of our concerns this year; and that
has lately failed at making us feel safe
at our own university. Winona State
University is a place where each student should feel valued and respected
in their identity and as a student. WSU
College Democrats stands in solidarity
with communities such as BIPOC,
LGBTQIA+ and other marginalized
peoples. As a club, we will not be attending the event and instead placing
our focus on electing candidates that
can enact change on local and federal
levels to push for more access and
equity in our world,” WSU Democrats
wrote.
The WSU Democrats decided to
not protest Ekpunobi this year. WSU
Democrats spoke to advisors and professors across campus expressing that
students felt unsafe among PragerU’s
presence.
“We aren’t going to put them in
that circumstance where people, not
only on this campus, but people from
the community come to listen to this
speaker where they could get hurt,”
WSU Democrats said. They said
during this time they want to focus on
outreach for their club.
“She’s a good speaker, she’s passionate about what she talks about,
but when you confront her and say
hey, this is an issue you stand by that
I don’t agree with, and I did that, she
doesn’t listen, she’s not willing to
reason with you at all,” WSU Democrat said.
Brynn Schultz, a fourth-year at
Winona State, attended multiple meetings last year with President Olson
to express they did not feel safe with
PragerU returning to campus.
“I understand freedom of speech,
I get that, I want to hear other opinions, but not from a propaganda site,
it’s just rhetoric that goes against not
only my community, but transgender
people across the U.S.,” Schultz said,
“I’m not saying they shouldn’t have a
speaker for the republican club, I just
wish they choose another one, like

“We should armor our own children with what is real, and what is not,” JIOVANI BERMUDEZ
photographer
Ekpunobi said, “I’m not saying we need to teach kids they need to be
jiovani.bermudez@go.winona.edu
homosexual.”
Jeremy Miller, he’s a local representative.”
The Winona State College Republicans brought Ekpunobi back this year
with the help of a donor that wishes to
remain anonymous. The club had a lot
of demands from community and club
members to bring Ekpunobi back.
“[This year] she is talking a little
bit about politics and the education
system and how that affects education
now, what changes could possibly
be made,” Madeline Hoppenrath,
Co-President of Winona State College
Republicans, said. “She’ll definitely
be focusing on higher education, some
of the biases that come out sometimes
just seeing how that affects people as
they go through college.”
When asked about the controversy
on campus, the Winona State College
Republicans explained that everyone
has their right to free speech and they
respect it.
“The purpose of our club is to provide a safe environment for individuals of all beliefs, to engage in civil
discussion and state their beliefs. It is
open for all students, and everyone is
welcome,” Jason Hoeft, Co-President
of Winona State College Republicans,
said.
A main concern for many students
was the belief that this PragerU speech
could be categorized as hate speech.
According to Oxford Languages,
hate speech is defined by “abusive or
threatening speech or writing that expresses prejudice against a particular
group, especially on the basis of race,
religion or sexual orientation.”
On the day of the event, there were
no protests at Somsen Hall. In the
opening statement the Winona State
College Republicans clearly stated
there was zero tolerance for derogatory or offensive comments.

“Speech isn’t violent,” Ekpunobi
said in her opening statement. Ekpunobi described the WSUFA as cowardly for their letter to the editor and
thanked the faculty that did support
her being on campus.
Ekpunobi stated she was raised by
her radical leftist mother and was a
left activist herself. Ekpunobi explained her beliefs changed due to
unanswered questions, grew tired of
being narrated as a victim, was told
she did not know how oppressed she
was, thought the feminist ideas she
subscribed to were harmful to women
and wanted to face the research.
Ekpunobi explained that she means
no disrespect to transgender or non-binary people but questions the ideology
when it comes to children’s spaces.
“Gender confusion is uncomfortable, and I’m thankful I have never
experienced it,” Ekpunobi said.
Ekpunobi reminded the audience
that as long as race and sex exist, racism and sexism will exist. The speaker
acknowledged the past hardships of
the people of color in America but
does not believe in systematic or institutional racism.
“These problems started in academia, and end in academia,” Ekpunobi ended her speech with. Ekpunobi
was met with a standing ovation by
most but not all of the audience.
It was then time for the Q&A session. Anyone in the audience was able
to ask Ekpunobi a question.
The first question asked about the
black maternal mortality rate in America. Ekpunobi explained the leading
black maternal mortality cause in
America is due to homicide.
“We ignore what could be a class
issue, not a racism issue,” Ekpunobi
said. Ekpunobi explained that this
jump to conclusions brings more harm

to the black community. The speaker
stated she was not discounting racism
as a reason.
An audience member proceeded to
ask Ekpunobi on her thoughts about
handling discussions of sexual orientation with children.
“We should armor our own children
with what is real, and what is not,”
Ekpunobi said, “I’m not saying we
need to teach kids they need to be
homosexual.”
One of the final audience members of the night stated he was told
he would have trouble getting into
medical school because he is a white
male. Ekpunobi responded by saying
she believes there is an active discrimination against white people and that
schools should judge fairly based on a
student’s school performance.
When the Q&A session was over,
the Winona State College Republican Co-Presidents claimed it was the
largest on-campus event for the third
semester in a row. At the end of the
night many audience members stuck
around to continue the discussion.

OLIVIA PRONDZINSKI
news reporter
olivia.prondzinski@go.winona.edu
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On the Winona State website,
Safe Space training is described
as teaching participants how to be
more intentional in creating welcoming spaces for any LGBTQIA+
individuals. This includes students,
faculty and staff. The Safe Space
program is helmed by Treptow-Bowman from the Equity and
Inclusive Excellence Office and
Prism (formerly known
as Full Spectrum).
“Do I believe that everyone who
has signed the safe space contract
can fully provide an affirmative
environment for all LGBTQ+ students? No. I believe that there are
complications and nuances there
that is hard to manage,”
Treptow-Bowman said.
Treptow-Bowman explained that
the safe space program has been
difficult to rebrand because of the
name recognition.
Winona State itself has not done
a good job at keeping safe spaces
safe, according to
Treptow-Bowman.
“For a school that talks so much
about inclusion, equity, being good
people and bettering this world, it’s
not lost on me that there are unsafe
places on this campus,”
Treptow-Bowman stated.
Dr. Jonathan Locust Jr., the Associate Vice President of Equity and
Inclusive Excellence, spoke about
his experience working with
Treptow-Bowman.
“We all have expertise in our
own areas, but that doesn’t mean
we don’t learn from each other. We
can have conversations based on
our own experiences growing up
that provides deep levels of learning because of our differences,”
Locust said.
Locust continued, sharing how
Treptow-Bowman played a huge
role in institutionalizing safe spaces along with students
in Prism.
Treptow-Bowman also talked
about “brave-spaces,” a concept
about spaces which can mean prioritization of victims being kind to
their oppressor.

3

Locust shared how
Treptow-Bowman played a huge
role in institutionalizing safe
spaces, with help from students
in Prism.
“How do you provide kindness
to somebody who wishes you were
erased from the world? I can’t find
it in my heart. If there is somebody
saying that my identity isn’t real,
there is no kindness in my heart for
that,” Treptow-Bowman said.
The University of Maryland
defines braves spaces as, “a classroom environment that acknowledges the challenges that both
students and faculty have when
attempting to have a discussion
around difficult and/or sensitive
topics such as race, power, privilege and the various forms of
oppression for the purpose
of learning.”
Treptow-Bowman explained
that he has known other faculty
members that want to speak out,
but fear of the consequences holds
them back.
“I have been asked to do a profile
in semesters past and have declined
every time because I was under a
probationary contract. I think that
there are probationary employees
or pre-tenure employees that are
scared to speak up at this campus for fear of retaliation in some
sense,” Treptow-Bowman said.
Treptow-Bowman, who recently
received tenure at Winona State,
described their experience as a

BRIELLE MCLEAREN
photographer
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roller coaster.
“Some days are really good,
which I keep a file either digitally
or physically to remind myself of
those good days. But considering
the past two years, there are days
that I don’t want to come to work.
Right now, at WSU it seems like
a very unsafe place for LGBTQ+
students, specifically for transgender, nonbinary and gender nonconforming identities,” Treptow-Bowman stated.
Treptow-Bowman added that
some days it does not seem like
LGBTQ+ students are fully respected at Winona State.
“It’s difficult to look at the anti-harassment and discrimination
policy and see how much harassment and discrimination thrives on
campus, with no response to it. It’s
also difficult to understand how I
am impacted by that, but then also
paid to respond to student concerns
regarding it,”
Treptow-Bowman said.
Treptow-Bowman said that
before his hire, the institution had
not previously hired someone intentionally for LGBTQ+ services.,
Treptow-Bowman explained how
his identity impacts his perspective
of working at Winona State.
“There is no aspect of my job

that is not influenced by my queerness in some way. It informs my
outlook on this university and informs the work I do. I can’t remove
that part of myself when I do my
job. It can be incredibly rewarding
as well as incredibly draining,”
Treptow-Bowman said.
Treptow-Bowman explained
why they chose Winona State to
work at, and why they continue to
choose Winona State.
“I was a student at Winona State
as an undergraduate, so I decided
to come back [as a faculty member] because it felt familiar and I
knew what areas
needed improvement,”
Treptow-Bowman said.
Treptow-Bowman explained how
he has helped Winona State become a safer and more
inclusive environment.
“Most of the circumstances that
I would relate typically to helping
students is mostly the triage situations, where students come to
us, and everything is falling apart,
and they don’t know what to do.
This has to do with navigating the
institution, or they have been hurt
in some way, or they feel like they
need to transfer,” Treptow-Bowman said.
Treptow-Bowman explained
what an Intercultural and Completion Coordinator is and how crucial
their work is for all students, but
specifically students that have been
systemically marginalized.
“At the end of the day there are
two of us in the office that provide comprehensive services for
students. We know that there are
certain students that don’t get the
quality service that they are entitled to, which is more systemic
than it is personal, it’s just part of
the nature of higher education in
the United States,”
Treptow-Bowman said.

SOPHIA SAILER
news editor
sophia.sailer@go.winona.edu

CRIME AND SAFETY REPORTS
Monday,
Oct. 10

Tuesday,
Oct. 11

Wednesday,
Oct. 12

Thursday,
Oct. 13

Friday,
Oct. 14

Saturday,
Oct. 15

Sunday,
Oct. 16

7:10 p.m.
Brian Taylor Brigge arrested for one
traffic charge.

3:25 a.m.
Casey Anna McKenzie arrested for one
traffic charge and
one charge of Giving
Peace Officer False
Name.

8:04 p.m.

Nothing to report.

2:09 a.m.
Lonnie Edward Johnson arrested for one
charge of possession
of burglary, three
charges of traffic regulation, five charges
of theft, and more.

12:03 a.m.
Kayla Mae Gile arrested for one traffic
charge.

Nothing to report.

Benjamin Wayne Blaschka arrested for one charge
of drugs, one charge of
County Jails-Introduce
Contraband-Prohibited,
and one charge of
Felon Convicted Crime
of Violence.
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5,328 miles in their shoes: Saul Flores’ Walk of the Immigrants
ERICH SCHWEITZER
news reporter
erich.schweitzer@go.winona.edu

O

ver the course of three
months, Saul Flores walked
5,328 miles through Latin America
to get to the United States. Saul,
however, was not an immigrant, he
is already a U.S. citizen.
On Wednesday, Oct. 13, Winona
State University hosted Saul Flores
to share with students his experience of walking from Ecuador to
El Paso, Texas, so he could document the journeys of actual immigrants who come to the U.S.
Flores is the son of immigrants;
his mother came to the United
States to escape poverty in Mexico
and his father fled from a civil war
in El Salvador.
Growing up and seeing how
hard his parents worked to provide
for him and his little sister, Flores
knows what he is saying when he
told students that “being an immigrant in this country is really hard.”
In college, Flores travelled to his
mother’s hometown of Atencingo,
Mexico. After learning their small
elementary school was going to
be shut down, forcing many of the
children to go without education,
Flores decided to act.
“In an unexpecting place, I
discovered a community I was
meant to serve,” Flores told those
in assembly.
This is what lead Flores in his
“walk of the immigrants.” Flores’
plan was to walk through Latin

America to the U.S., taking pictures along the way documenting
the lives of the people there and
their journeys of immigration
which he would sell later to raise
funds for his mother’s hometown
elementary school.
Flores shared these stories with
the students at Winona State. He
told students about the people he
met along the way, such as Felipe
who tried to help him through the
Darian Gap or the indigenous people who helped him get to Panama.
These people, as well as many
others Flores met along the way,
he described as “the backbone of
Latin America.”
Flores showed students the pictures of the school which had been
rebuilt thanks to the money from
selling his photographs. Specifically, he showed a photograph of the
school children singing the Mexican national anthem, which he said
made the whole trip worth it.
Flores said that the experience
“transformed my perspective
on migration.”
This seems fitting as Flores’ talk
was part of the Expanding Perspectives Series, put on by Winona
State’s Office of Equity and
Inclusive Excellence.
This series is coordinated by Yeejsuab Nahla Lee, the Intercultural
& Completion Coordinator for the
Office of Equity and
Inclusive Excellence.
Nahla said that Flores had
reached out to her back in spring

about doing his talk at
Winona State.
Nahla saw this event as “an opportunity for folks to expand their
perspectives and learn about the
lived experiences and the realities
of immigrants and children
of immigrants.”
Some students who attended the
event were the children
of immigrants.
As Winona State is a diverse
campus, Nahla hoped that the
students who attended the event
would become more aware of “the
variety of experiences and cultures

in our community.”
The Office of Equity and Inclusive Excellence will continue to
host speakers like Flores in the
future as Nahla stated that “it’s
important that we create spaces
for people to tell their stories and
create learning opportunities for
our campus community.”

Saul Flores came to speak as a
part of Winona State University's
Expanding Perspectives series on
Oct. 12 in the Science Laboratory
Center.

MERCEDES JOHNSON
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Hookup

continued from page 1

After a hookup happens, there
are many ways to proceed.
One can move on and act like
strangers, engage in occasional
booty calls, or start a relationship. In this stage, people can
be confused about labeling what
they are and where to go from a
hookup.
“It sucks high key,” another Yik
Yak user said. “I would honestly
rather have someone that I can
emotionally connect with rather
than someone that I just have sex
with. It makes me sad that all
people want to do nowadays is
[to] hookup, or at least it seems
like that.”
While most of the responses
were like this, there were some
different opinions.
“It’s a cool thing to be a part
of to be honest,” a second-year
student using a green dragon
icon said. “It’s helped me explore
myself a lot even though I have
things I still want to try.”
In a study surveying female
first-year students, 71 percent
said they had at least one benefit
from their most recent hookup.
These benefits included happiness, enjoyment, and increased
self-confidence.
In an article released in March
2021, college student Xenia Gon-
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New R.I.C.E. club promotes diversity
Page 5

Indigenous Winona State alum
Page 6

ikberg wrote about the benefits of
hookup culture.
“Overall, hookup culture has
helped encourage people to
talk more openly about sex and
intimacy in a liberating way,”
Gonikberg stated. “Young folks
especially feel more comfortable
exploring our sexual interests,
so by the time we decide to enter
committed relationships, we confidently know what we want.”
While hookup culture persists
consistently on college campuses
today, consent plays a huge part
in if a student engages in a hookup.
“Don’t feel pressured to date
and have sex and go to parties,” a
pink army hat Yik Yak user said.
“College is about having fun and
finding yourself and that doesn’t
have to be about getting shitfaced
and fucking some random guy
who refuses to give you the time
of day afterwards.”
The use of liquid courage is a
common resource in partaking
in a hookup. 50 percent of college hookups, not with a steady
partner, happen after the consumption of alcohol. This can be
a daunting statistic because when
alcohol has a role, consent can be
mistranslated.
One in five woman report being
raped while in college. Women
are more likely to get raped while
participating in hookup culture.

The most recent data on hookup
culture from American Psychology Association states that 60 to 80
percent of college students have
experienced a hookup.

ELLY HERRICK
features reporter
elly.herrick@go.winona.edu

In a study surveying 100,000
male undergraduate and graduate students, 9.5 percent of men
reported sexual assault which is
about 9,500 male students.
After sitting down with a firstyear student who preferred to
remain anonymous, but will be
called Jay Doe for this story, it
is clear that hookup culture has
affected Winona State students.
“It’s really cool that people
feel liberated and empowered by
having sex and that’s something
no one should be shunned for or
feel ashamed about,” Doe said.
“Sometimes I feel like as a virgin
I’m missing out and that my
experiences aren’t good unless
I wake up in someone’s bed the
next morning.”

While it’s a good outlet for
exploration and sexual liberation, some people, such as Doe,
feel like hooking up is the only
option.
“Sometimes I feel like I don’t
belong,” Doe said. “But I know
hookup culture is culturally
constructed and people shouldn’t
be judged for how many or fewer
partners or hookups they had.
Everyone has the right to do
whatever they want with their
body, and as long as it’s consensual and healthy, who cares!”

informational meetings.
When Bui first started to think
about creating R.I.C.E. club, it was
more as a fun joke, like how Potato
club started. But the more he thought
about the club and campus culture,
Bui wanted to make the club into
something bigger that could bring
students together.
“I do feel there is some isolation
and some cliquiness in this school
and that is possibly something that
factors into people transferring and
deciding to learn elsewhere,” Bui
stated.
Bui hopes R.I.C.E. club can act as
a bridge between different diversity
clubs like HASA and ASN and the
broader Winona State University
community.
Miho Nagai, a professor in the
Global Studies & World Languages
department, is the R.I.C.E club’s
faculty advisor. Nagai first met Bui
when he took one of her classes last
semester. Nagai spoke highly of Bui
and commented that he was a good
leader and teacher in her class.
“Earlier this semester [Bui] came
to me and talked about his idea, and
I thought that this is great!” Nagai
said. “It sounds like a really diverse
[club], appreciating the diverse community and student members.”
Nagai went on, stating her hopes
for R.I.C.E. club.
“I am hoping that this club will
affect the student population nicely

so that they can join and embrace
their own culture and language, it
doesn’t matter whether they are
American, or Japanese, or Chinese,
or Asian American, or other people,
I just hope that they get together and
share their knowledge and experience and have fun,” Nagai said.
Bui looks forward to working
with Chartwells to create different
cultural dishes for the club as well
as starting beef with the Potato club
and hosting friendly competitions.
Those interested in joining R.I.C.E.
club can email Bui at daniel.bui@
go.winona.edu or their club email,
wsuriceclub@gmail.com and follow
their Instagram at wsu_riceclub.
Bui stated that R.I.C.E. club is for
anyone and everyone. Particularly,
Bui urged people who tend to stick
with the same people to extend their
boundaries and meet new people by
joining the club.
“I feel like a lot of people only
really get to express their culture
and their diversities within their own
group and I hope this club can give
them a chance to do that outside of
that small group,” Bui said.

ELLY HERRICK
features reporter
elly.herrick@go.winona.edu

New R.I.C.E. club promotes diversity and inclusivity
be a safe place for students to ask
questions and learn about others’
cultures.
he brand new R.I.C.E. club
“I have noticed, just from my few
has sprung up this semester to
years of living, that people tend to
challenge the reign of Potato Club,
avoid other people that they define
established last fall.
as different from them…this club
The food-based club, R.I.C.E.
will hopefully give people a place to
club, also has a cultural enrichment learn and give people a place to ask
bent that the president, second-year questions about different cultures
student Daniel Bui, hopes can break and not feel afraid to learn and interdown barriers and bring people
act with people,” Bui said.
together.
This club is helmed by a board
“Food is a great way to connect
of first and second year students
cultures, it really is,” Bui said.
primarily from Lakeville, Minn.
R.I.C.E. is an acronym for “Racial R.I.C.E. club has been meeting in
Integration and Cultural EnrichMaxwell 257 on Tuesdays from 5
ment,” and Bui hopes this club can to 6 p.m. and has already had two

GABRIEL HATHAWAY
editor-in-chief
gabriel.hathaway@go.winona.edu
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R.I.C.E. Club was formed to focus
on forming bonds between people.
R.I.C.E. stands for Racial Integration and Cultural Enrichment.
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photographer
carolyn.hauschild@go.winona.edu

GABRIEL HATHAWAY
editor-in-chief
gabriel.hathaway@go.winona.edu

THIS WEEK IN WINONA

Wednesday,
Oct. 19

Thursday,
Oct. 20

Friday,
Oct. 21

Saturday,
Oct. 22

Sunday,
Oct. 23

Monday,
Oct. 24

Tuesday,
Oct. 25

Homecoming Concert S’Mores & More
with Yam Haus &
The Astronomers

Pep Fest

Homecoming Parade

Hiking Date for Couples (Self-Guided)

Mock Interview Monday

Jazz Ensemble

8 p.m.

7 - 9 p.m.

12 - 1:30 p.m.

10 - 11 a.m.

7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

12 - 4 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

Kryzsko Commons Ball Room

Kryzsko Commons Courtyard

Kryzsko Commons Courtyard

Huff St.

Garvin Heights City
Park

Maxwell Hall 314

Kryzsko Commons
Zanes Stage
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Indigenous Winona State alum, Regan Kluver, speaks
LILLIANNA VAN DE WALKER
features reporter
lillianna.vandewalker@go.winona.edu

R

egan Kluver, a keynote speaker
for Indigenous People’s Month
at Winona State University, shared
her perspective as a testament to the
impact Winona State University had
on her.
On Oct. 10, in the Kryzsko Ballroom, Kluver shared her experience
as a Native student at Winona State
University with students and faculty.
“I owe so much of who I am to
this university and the relationships
I have made during my time here,”
Kluver said.
Kluver got accepted to Winona
State and started her college career
in 2014 when she gained a foundation for herself.
“I didn’t quite have a direction,”
Kluver said. “I didn’t quite know
what I wanted to study and what I
wanted to base my entire professional career out of.”
Describing her journey through
college, Kluver explained how she
realized she wanted to be a history
major.
“I realized that where I felt most
happy was surprisingly in Minné of
all buildings,” Kluver said. “That
was in any history class, really any
subject in history.”
Landing a job in American Indian
education before graduation, Kluver worked as the American Indian
liaison and worked with over 200
Native students.
“I was able to not only work
with Anishinaabe students, Dakota students, but Klickitat Alaskan
students. It was a beautiful time,”
Kluver said.
Kluver now works for the Minnesota Historical Society in the Native
American initiative department.

Regan Kluver came to speak at Winona State University on Oct. 10 for
Indigenous People’s Month. Kluver reflected on her time as a student
at WSU and present on her experience as someone who was Indigenous.
“A department full of Native-identifying people, which is a gift and
something I never realized I needed
in my life; to work in a department
where everyone looks like you and
talks like you,” Kluver said.
Kluver told stories of what led her
to her job and her place in life today
but also showed her appreciation for
Winona State.
“Those shifts in attitude, the
growth of my individuality, and my
self-advocacy would not have been
possible without Winona State,”
Kluver said. “I have to give a special shoutout to folks in the history
department, especially Dr. Colette
Hyman, for playing a big part in
teaching me many of those skills…I
also want to thank my professors
for guiding me to study facets of my
own history.”

Film Review: “Blonde”

reception, Ana De Armas brings
Marilyn to life with an uncanny
resemblance. After launching into
he latest film to explore the
the mainstream through Rian Johnmost famous woman of the
son’s 2019 film “Knives Out,” De
20th century, “Blonde”, hit NetArmas has landed several notable
flix Sept. 28, 2022, garnering the
roles including supporting roles in
streaming service its first NC17
“No Time to Die” (2021) and “The
rating. The film tackles difficult
Gray Man” (2022), but “Blonde”
issues that Marilyn Monroe faced was an opportunity to showcase
in her life, including the sad idea
her acting talents in a leading role.
that any man she gets close to turns While the film does have many
violent or exploits her, including
downfalls, De Armas’ performance
the director of this film.
is not one of them.
“Blonde”, directed by Andrew
The film does not shy away from
Dominik, is based off of a novel
difficult subjects like abuse, trauby Joyce Carol Oates of the same ma, rape and abortion. But instead
name, which shows us a part-fact of handling any of these topics senpart-fiction version of American
sitively, Dominik makes them the
actress Marilyn Monroe’s life. The main focus. They are almost used
film version approaches this story as a twisted way to draw in viewerthrough a pretty standard biopic
ship. These are serious issues that
formula.
need to be talked about, but this
It starts with her traumatic child- film rarely shows any empathy or
hood where everyone uses her full compassion towards the victim of
birth name, Norma Jean, any time this suffering.
they refer to her. It then goes on
“Blonde” has been criticized
to show us her struggles through- for its heavy handed anti-abortion
out her career, hitting the major
messages; Planned Parenthood
moments in her life and leading
even called the film “anti-abortion
up to her untimely death. The film propaganda.” My issue lies in the
is framed around a pursuit to find fact that we never see the emotionMonroe’s father, who left her and al impact the two forced abortions
her mother as a child, as she em(which are disturbingly shown in
barks through stardom.
graphic detail) had on Monroe
Despite the film’s lackluster
Instead the audience gets a CGI

Kluver learned she was Native
when she was in high school. Kluver’s mother was adopted out of
their native community when she
was just a baby, so learning more
about her native descent was not
very easy. Sandy White Hawk, an
international child welfare advocate,
helped reunite Kluver and her mother with their family and identity.
“I have this really unique situation
where I was trying to find myself as
a very, you know, city Indian, someone who grew up in the suburbs but
had all of this family and a new way
of understanding my identity which
is a huge piece of me coming into
who I am now and the attitude I had
going into school,” said Kluver.
Kluver’s Anishinaabe name is
‘woman who changes the Earth.’
“‘Woman who changes the Earth’

NATHAN KRONBECK
photographer
nathan.kronbeck@go.winona.edu

sometimes feels like a really big
cup to fill and seems a little, you
know, how am I going to live up to
a name like that?” Kluver said.
Kluver stated that a future goal of
hers is to be in a position to make a
change for American Indian education.
“That is something that I know I
can accomplish due to the foundation that I’ve gained here at Winona
State,” Kluver said. “I am forever
grateful for that and, you know,
check in with me in a few years,
see where I’m at.”

LILLIANNA VAN DE WALKER
features reporter
lillianna.vandewalker@go.winona.edu

CASSANDRA BAUER
film reviewer
cassandra.bauer@go.winona.edu
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Screengrab from “Blonde.” “Blonde” hit Netflix Sept. 28, 2022 and
has been criticized for its insenitivity to difficult subjects and heavy
handed anti-abortion messages.
fetus brought to life with a speaking role.
It would appear that Dominik
wanted to tell us Marilyn Monroe was a smart and well educated young woman despite public
opinion, but this message is sorely
missed. He takes every opportunity
to show the stereotypical bimbo
blonde, refusing to show the actual
nuance and genius Monroe had.
If you need proof of this, the very
first image we see of Monroe in
the film is a slow-motion shot of
her butt. She is shown sexualized
and dumbed down which is clearly
frustrating to Monroe, and apart
from a reference to an obscure play
people are surprised to hear she’s
read, she is unfortunately never

shown to be more than a pretty
face.
Miss Monroe is not new to the
world of biopics. There are dozens
of movies about her and her life,
so much so that there is an entire
Wikipedia page dedicated to this,
but have we not explored this idea
enough? Her life was full of tragedy and trauma, which filmmakers
continue to exploit and profit off
of. I think it is time to let Norma
Jean rest.
“Blonde” is now streaming on
Netflix.
CASSANDRA BAUER
film reviewer
cassandra.bauer@go.winona.edu
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Volleyball celebrates a winning weekend
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Soccer celebrates seniors
Page 8

Football

continued from page 1

The Mustangs, who have won
four of their last five games this
year, welcomed Winona State to
the Schawn Regional Event Center.
In the first half, the Mustangs
scored a touchdown on their
opening drive of the game to take
the advantage at 7-0 after just four
minutes of play. They managed to
hold the Warriors to a mere two
first downs and managed to intercept a pass by Trevor Paulsen to
prevent a very promising drive.
After this rough start, however,
Winona State regained control.
In the second quarter, the Warriors scored in every possible way,
on offense, defense and special
teams. Darryl Williams hauled in
a 44-yard pass from Winona State
quarterback Kyle Haas to score
their first touchdown of the day.
Then points began to roll in with
ease.
The second touchdown came
when Aarion Lacy returned a punt
62 yards to move the Warrior
advantage to 14-7. Winona State
scored through standout special
teams play again just a few minutes later.
Winona State kept their collective determination in the second
quarter, scoring again when Sam
Santiago-Lloyd reached the end
zone and Jacob Scott kicked a 30yard field goal as time expired in
the half after an excellent performance from the WSU offense.
“I just went out there, did my
best,” Scott said regarding his
excellent record as Winona State
football’s place kicker. He has done
a fantastic job representing the
special team and has even obtained
the NSIC Special Teams Player-ofthe-Week award.

“My goal for us is to win games and to get better everyday on and off
the field.” Clay Schueffner said.

JOSEPH EICHELE
photo editor
joseph.eichele@go.winona.edu

At the half, Winona State headed
into the locker room at a 26-7 lead,
having scored the most points in a
single quarter of this year.
After the break, the Warriors
received the ball to start the second
half and rushed 12 times, obtaining
a distinct advantage in the time of
possession for the period. The only
score in the third was another 30yard field goal from Scott, moving
the scoreboard to 29-7.
While the third quarter was about
controlling the game for Winona
State, the fourth quarter was certainly about emphasizing the win
in the 2022 Battle for the Sledge.
Winona State’s special teams
made a statement about superiority
once again with Chance Backer
blocking a Mustang punt that was
recovered by Andrew Goergen for

this as they came together to
capitalize on Mustang mistakes
on special teams and dialing up a
dominant defense to score a 43-7
victory, holding on to the Sledge
once again until next year.
Winona State will host the topranked University of Sioux Falls
next Saturday, Oct. 22 in a 2022
WSU Homecoming contest that
contains very significant Division
championship considerations.

the fourth Warrior touchdown of
the day.
Winona State concluded this
exhilarating game with running
back Nick McCabe who broke a
rush for 65 yards, scoring his first
touchdown as a Warrior, and the
fifth and final score.
The team truly pulled together
after their loss just last weekend
against Northern State University
to make this an excellent game.
“Relationships are extremely
important both with other players
and coaches,” Clay Schueffner, a
linebacker from St. Cloud, Wis.
said about trust and reliance on his
team members. “Spending time
with different people and getting
to know everyone on the team is
critical to team success.”
The Warriors certainly proved

KAILEY DOESECKLE
sports reporter
kailey.doeseckle@go.winona.edu

Volleyball celebrates a winning weekend
KAYLA VANG
sports reporter
kayla.vang.2@go.winona.edu

T

he Winona State University
Volleyball team returned home
for the second time this year for a
fantastic set of conference games
against Minnesota State University
Moorhead on Friday and Northern
State University on Saturday.
The Warriors head into the weekend baring a 6-7 overall record and
a 2-4 NSIC slate after a smashing
pair of road victories last weekend
at Minot State University and University of Mary.
Moorhead entered the weekend
at 5-9 overall and a 2-4 in the
NSIC. The Warriors had quite an
advantage, as the Dragons have
lost ten consecutive matches to Winona State and has not beaten them
in McCown since Sept. 7, 2013.
Friday night’s game went
smoothly for The Warriors, as they
refused to fall behind and tied
the scoreboard only four times
throughout all three sets. Set one
ended at 25-19, led by Sidney
Paulson with an impressive 9 kills
and Jaci Winchell’s 16 assists. The
other two sets followed with similar results.
Paulson, a right side from Jackson, Wis. finished up her 2021 sea-

son with 310 kills and a 2.65 kill/
set ratio. Defensively, she had 222
digs with a 1.90 dig/set ratio. From
Moorhead alone, Paulson gained
an astounding 17 kills and 17 digs
to match.
“I definitely think that I’ve
stepped up this year as a vocal
leader,” Paulson said about being
a positive role model and how she
provides encouragement for the
team. “I think just showing with
my skills and just building my
teammates up no matter what happens on the court.”
The team collected a total of 50
kills and 74 digs against Moorhead,
both of which are season highs for
three-set matches so far.
Northern State came into the
NSIC weekend at 8-6 overall and
3-3 in the NSIC.
Saturday was another sweep for
Winona State, but the tension was
high with the first set being an easy
win, but the final two turning out
to be extremely tight. The third and
final set had fans on their toes after
NSU crept behind to tie at 24-24.
Nonetheless, the Warriors earned
their win after a kill by Lydia
Lange, and a combined block by
Winchell and Taylor Pagel to seal
the victory at 26-24.
However, the exciting win was

“I definitely think I’ve stepped
up this year as a vocal leader,”
Sidney Paulson said.
not the only cause for celebration
this weekend.
Coach Joe Getzin, Winona States
head volleyball coach, hit the
350-career win milestone after the
Warriors win Friday night.
After leading Winona State to
one of the best seasons in Warrior
volleyball history in 2021 and several successful years before, this
milestone fits right under his belt.
“The team this season has been
a great team,” Getzin said about
some of the key highlights that
led up to his 350th career win.
“They’ve had to overcome a
couple of obstacles and they’ve

NATHAN KRONBECK
photographer
nathan.kronbeck@go.winona.edu

kept fighting every day. This was a
great way to hit 350.”
Getzin and the team are fighting
to get into the top eight to make
their conference tournament. With
the trend of wins that they have
achieved the past several matches;
he has faith in his team and their
ability to overcome the things that
were not going so well in the beginning of the season.
The Warriors volleyball team
hopes to keep their winning streak
moving into their next NSIC game
on Tuesday, Oct. 4 against Upper
Iowa University in McCown Gymnasium.
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Soccer celebrates seniors at Sunday’s game

SPORTS

SYERAH MULHERN-ALLRED
sports editor
syerah.mulhern-allred@go.winona.edu

T

he Winona State soccer team
moved their record to 7-4-4
after a successful weekend against
Minnesota State University Moorhead and Northern State University.
Sunday night’s game was senior
night, where Yanel Ortiz, Sydney
Raber, Riley Harmon, Katie Timmons, Jaida Wiege, Emily DeVivo,
Ella Roberts, Bailey Deininger,
Ellie Wardell and Ashley Hewitt
were honored.
Friday night’s game was a complete shutout with a final score of
3-0. The game started nine minutes
in when Harmon scored a goal past
Dragon goalkeeper Quinn Carter.
Less than ten minutes after
Harmon’s goal, Wiege doubled the
score with an assist from Grace
Seim and Wardell.
The final goal was scored by
second year Chloe Swanson for her
seventh win of the season and fifth
shutout.
On top of the offensive leader board for the warriors is both
Harmon and Wiege at six and five
goals, respectively.
“I encourage my teammates to
play not only for themselves, but
for the girls next to them and our
families that support us,” Harmon
said about how she encourages
the team. “I also try to encourage
through my actions, if I’m not
working my hardest and playing
my best it would be wrong of me
to expect that from others.”
This year’s ten seniors have
worked tirelessly through
COVID-19 and a rough losing season last year before finishing off
their final year strong so far.
Ortiz is a goalkeeper from Naperville, Ill. who throughout her
career at Winona State has averaged 2,665 minutes in the goal and
totaled 151 saves.
Roberts is a defense/midfielder
who also hails from Illinois and
has played in 55 games throughout

Riley Harmon and Jadia Wiege celebrating. Both Harmon and Wiege shared a goal each in Winona
State’s 3-0 win over Minnesota State University - Moorhead on Oct. 14. Photo Contributed from Darryl
Harmon.
shot on goal percentage.
her career, including four goals.
about a player that she has stepped
“The
bonds
created
within
the
Wardell is a forward wingback
up to mentor. “I have full confiteam will help make the hard mofrom Midland, Mich. with 12
dence that she is ready to lead the
ments
easy,”
DeVivo
said
as
she
points throughout her seasons here
backline when I graduate.”
reflected on what she has learned
and 1,895 minutes. She is this
Hewitt is a forward from Cottage
as a Warrior. “As an individual
year’s student athletic advisory
Grove, Minn. who earned NSIC
you
will
be
put
through
challenges
committee representative, earned
All-Academic Team of Excellence
but being on a team that everyone
Presidential Scholar Athlete last
in 2021 and Academic Achievehas
your
back
helps
you
overcome
year, NSIC All-Academic the last
ment Award in 2020. Hewitt has
two years, and Dean’s List the past everything.”
scored six points in her time here,
Raber is a midfielder from Neen- four of which were this season.
three years.
ah,
Wis. who has quite the list of
Weige is a forward from Coon
Timmons is a midfielder from
accomplishments throughout her
Rapids, Minn. She has scored
White Bear Lake, Minn. and
career. These include Dean’s List,
21 points, 50 shots on goal and
earned NSIC All-Academic in
Presidential Scholar Athlete, NSIC 2021 and 2020. She’s played 44
a whopping 2,538 minutes along
with NSIC All-Academic Team the All-Academic and DII ADA Acagames and scored 3 points through
demic
Award.
last two years and NSIC All-Con2,948 minutes.
Deininger is from Hartland, Wis.
ference Honorable Mention in
The game on Sunday brought a
and
plays
defense.
She
was
also
2019.
good old competitive soccer match
a captain last year and has been
Harmon is a forward/midfielder
with a back-to-back effort from
named WSU Defensive Player-tofrom Mundelein, Ill. who’s scored
both teams.
Watch
in
the
NSIC
preseason
poll
26 points throughout 2210 minThe Northern State Wolves’
in the past two years and NSIC
utes as a starter on the team and a
Hannah Smith scored on Alyson
All-Academic in 2020 and 2021.
captain last year. She also earned
Jumper with an assist from Megan
She’s played 4,153 minutes in her
NSIC All-Academic in the past
Fastenau for the first point of the
two years and NSIC All-Academic years here, the most out of anygame, but the Warriors were quick
one.
Team in her freshman year.
to respond a mere minute and 25
“I’ve kind of taken Callie Menzel seconds later when Captain Reanne
DeVivo is a midfielder who is
under my wing,” Deininger said
also from Illinois and has a 71%
Weil took a shot.
This was Weil’s third goal of
the season and the last point of
the contest, leading to the team’s
fourth tie of the season.
The game saw shots from both
ends to get ahead, but neither successfully hit a goal.
The Warriors play Wayne State
College next Friday at 6:30 p.m.
for their Homecoming game at
Altra Federal Credit Union. They
then hit the road again to Augustana University on Sunday at 1 p.m.
before they finish up their season
the week after against Upper Iowa
University.

Fifth-year Ella Roberts controls the ball against the on-coming defenders. Contributed by: Darrell Harmon

